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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LISKEARD 

THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
for  die  Year  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Liskeard. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rowe,  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1962  a  small  increase  of  330  in  the  estimated  population 
of  No.  7  Health  Area  occurred-  It  is  yet  too  early  to  detect  any  tendency 
for  an  increase  in  the  population  in  those  districts  close  to  the  western  end 
of  the  new.  Tamar  Bridge,  but  it  appears  likely  that  any  such  growth  will 
not  be  rapid  unless,  and  until,  further  reductions  in  bridge  toll  payments 
can  be  achieved. 

The  excess  of  deaths  over  births  which  had  persisted  since  1957  was  in 
1962  converted  into  a  small  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  As  a  result  the 
birth  rate  for  the  Health  Area  more  closely  approached  the  national  birth 
rate,  though  still  below  it.  There  was  a  moderate  reduction  in  the  number 
of  still  births,  and  a  moderate  increase  in  the  number  of  infant  deaths. 
Looking  more  closely  at  the  latter  figure  which  totalled  13,  it  is  found 
that  8  of  these  infants  died  in  the  critical  perenatal  period  within  one 
week  of  birth  and  a  further  2  did  not  survive  beyond  four  weeks  from  birth. 

Recent  increases  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  births  have  been  cited 
as  evidence  of  a  lowering  of  moral  standards,  and  a  decline  in  the  sense  of 
responsibility  which  should  be  shown  towards  the  begetting  of  a  child. 
Whatever  my  personal  and  private  views  are  on  the  moral  issue,  I  and  other 
workers  in  the  field  of  public  health  and  social  medicine  are  bound  to  feel 
concern  about  the  welfare  and  nurture  of  any  child  starting  life  without 
the  support  and  stability  normally  available  to  a  child  born  in  wedlock.  It 
is,  I  think,  true  that  arrangements  for  the  fostering  and  adoption  of  these 
children  are  now  better  than  was  the  case  in  the  past.  Nevertheless  the 
the  illegitimate  child,  however  kind  the  fostering  or  adopting  parents  are, 
usually  has  greater  emotional  problems  than  the  normal  child,  with  a  greater 
risk  of  psychological  difficulties,  and  maladjustment.  In  an  endeavour  to 
assess  the  size  of  the  problem  in  South  East  Cornwall  I  have  been  looking  at 
the  numbers  of  illegitimate  births  registered  in  the  .thirteen  years  from  1950 
to  1962  inclusive.  In  the  last  of  these  years,  1962,  these  births  numbered 
40,  which  represents  5.6  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births  registered  in  that 
year.  This  is  a  very  slight  increase  on  the  figure  of  5.5  per  cent  in  1961 
and  very  little  above  the  proportion  as  long  ago  as  1950  when  it  was  5.4  per 
cent.  From  a  study  of  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  over  the  past 
decade  there  has  been  little  or  no  increase  in  illegitimacy  in  this  part  of 
Cornwall. 

As  far  as  the  principal  causes  of  death  are  concerned  the  pattern  in  1962 
resembles  that  seen  in  previous  years.  Heart  disease  retains  its  place  at 
the  head  of  the  list,  being  responsible  for  more  than  twice  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  either  cancers  or  strokes  which  follow  it  in  that  order.  Of 
the  defined  forms  of  cancer,  that  affecting  the  stomach  was  slightly  more 
prevalent  than  lung  cancer  and  breast  cancer.  The  average  age  at  which 
death  occurred  remained  close  to  the  latest  figures  for  life  expectancy, 
being  69  years  for  men  and  73  years  for  women.  Of  those  who  died 
during  the  year,  49  per  cent  had  reached  or  exceeded  the  age  of  75  years  at 
the  time  of  death. 
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The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  (excluding  tuberculosis)  was  only 
moderate.  Of  the  459  cases  notified  362  were  of  measles  which  was  most 
prevalent  in  the  St.  Germans  Rural  District.  Of  the  more  serious  infectious 
diseases  there  wTere  two  cases  of  meningitis  and  two  of  acute  encephalitis. 
The  latter  disease,  which  is  an  inflammation  of  the  brain,  usually  appears 
as  a  sequel  or  complication  of  a  less  serious  infectious  disease  such  as 
measles,  whooping  cough  or  influenza.  In  fact  one  case  of  encephalitis 
followed  measles  in  a  twelve  year  old  boy,  and  one  complicated  a  smallpox 
vaccination  in  a  44  year  old  adult. 

For  the  first  time  for  very  many  years  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were 
notified,  and  there  seems  little  doubt  that  the  major  credit  for  this  must  be 
given  to  the  campaign  for  immunisation  against  this  disease  which  has  been 
carried  out  in  recent  years.  I  can  only  hope  that  the  great  reduction  in  the 
prevalence  of  poliomyelitis  will  not  induce  in  parents  any  sense  of  compla¬ 
cency  which  might  lead  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  infants  being 
immunised  against  this  disease. 

I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  the  same  encouraging  report  about  tuber¬ 
culosis  as  unfortunately  in  iy62  the  number  of  new  cases  notined  in  the 
Health  Area  showed  a  moderate  increase  over  the  1961  figure.  During  the 
year  26  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  2  new  cases  of  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notmed  as  compared  with  16  and  0  respectively 
m  the  previous  year.  Males  were  more  involved  in  the  increased  incidence 
and  amongst  them  two-tnirds  of  the  newly-discovered  infections  were  in 
men  aged  h5  years  and  over  at  the  time  of  notification.  The  age  group 
hardest  hit  was  from  45  to  64  years,  in  which  there  were  nine  cases.  This 
higher  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  males  over  the  age  of  45  years  gives 
su^porc  to  me  befier  that  the  main  reservoir  or  tuberculous  infection  is 
prouably  located  in  this  section  of  the  population  and  it  is  therefore 
unfortunate  that  individuals  in  this  age  group,  and  especially  the  men,  And 
to  resist  or  ignore  altogether  efforts  to  arrange  for  them  chest  X-ray 
examinations.  e>uch  reluctance  or  outright  refusal  to  avail  themsJves  of 
this  diagnostic  facility  renders  difficult  the  discovery  not  only  of  tuberculosis 
but  of  the  earlier  stages  of  lung  cancer  and  ox  certain  heart  conditions  which 
are  not  uncommon  in  this  age  group. 

The  welfare  and  care  of  the  elderly  continue  to  pose  problems  in  spite  of 
the  greater  provision  byJDistrict  Councils  by  way  of  dwellings  specially 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  old  people,  and  by  more  places  in  residential 
homes  which  the  County  Council  provides.  The  chief  anxiety  felt  by  those 
trying  to  care  tor  old  people  in  their  own  homes  arises  from  the  difficulty 
and  delay  in  obtaining  a  hospital  bed  when  chronic  illness  and  the  degener¬ 
ative  processes  affecting  the  mind  and  body  of  the  old  person  matte  it 
impossible  for  them  to  continue  at  home.  It  is  not  very  encouraging  to 
contemplate  the  prospect  of  trying  to  improve  matters  in  this  field  of  medical 
care,  shortage  of  accommodation  in  hospitals  and  the  fact  that  most  of  the 
available  accommodation  is  in  old  buildings  which  lack  modern  aids  and 
amenities  maxes  the  lot  of  staff  who  have  to  care  for  the  old  people  a 
difficult  one.  The  task  of  giving  medical  and  nursing  care  to  old  people  is 
not  particularly  interesting,  and  often  involves  much  repitition  of  unpleasant 
duties.  Under  the  best  of  working  conditions  it  could  be  difficult  to  get  staff 
to  undertake  this  work,  and  any  proposal  to  increase  accommodation  might 
well  be  slowed  down  or  halted  by  staffing  difficulties,  such  as  have  been 
experienced  in  keeping  maternity  homes  in  operation.  I  feel  that  as  much  of 
the  care  of  old  bedfast  persons  does  not  call  for  a  great  deal  of  nursing  or 
medical  skill  some  of  it  might  be  undertaken  in  local  authority  homes 
specially  equipped  and  staged,  but  outside  the  hospital  service.  This  would 
free  badly  needed  hospital  beds  and  skilled  nursing  staff  to  deal  with  cases 
requiring  special  care  for  their  condition. 
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In  the  broader  field  of  public  health  where  efforts  to  improve  general 
environmental  conditions  have  continued,  steady  if  not  spectacular  progress 
has  been  made.  There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  unfit  dwellings 
occupied  by  families  and  old  people,  and  some  blocks  of  slum  type  houses 
in  urban  areas  have  or  are  being  dealt  with.  Minor  improvements  in  water 
supply  arrangements  have  also  been  made,  but  further  developments  in 
this  field  will  almost  certainly  call  for  large  scale  engineering  works  to 
provide  an  increase  in  storage  capacity  together  with  larger  and  perhaps 
additional  distribution  mains  to  meet  the  constantly  growing  demand  for 
water. 

In  the  matter  of  sewage  disposal  the  two  rural  districts,  and  in  particular 
the  Liskeard  Rural  District  are  ahead  of  their  urban  neighbours  in  providing 
modem  systems  of  sewage  disposal.  It  is  true  that  the  Borough  of  Liskeard 
has  been  pursuing  energetically  the  large  scheme  proposed  by  the  consulting 
engineers,  but  progress  towards  a  start  on  the  actual  work  of  laying  sewers 
and  constructing  the  disposal  works  has  been  bedevilled  by  a  series  of 
irritating  delays. 

The  deplorable  state  of  affairs  which  leads  to  pollution  of  the  sea-front  at 
Looe  by  crude  sewage  continues  to  elicit  complaints  from  visitors  to  that 
popular  seaside  resort.  The  solution  of  this  problem  which  poses  considerable 
engineering  problems,  and  will  be  financially  burdensome  cannot  be  shelved 
indefinitely,  and  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  more  the  day  of  reckoning 
is  put  off  the  bigger  will  be  the  bill  to  be  met. 

In  concluding  this  general  preface  to  my  1962  reports  I  should  like  put  on 
record  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  and  Officers  of  the  six  County  District 
Councils  I  serve  for  the  co-operation  and  understanding  I  have  received 
from  them  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Rowe  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.  J.  FOX, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  LISKEARD 

Public  Health  Committee 

Councillor  W.  R.  Luffman,  Chairman 
Councillor  ].  W.  J.  Pearse,  Vice-Chairman 

Housing  Committee 

Councillor  J.  Olliver,  Chairman 
Councillor  D.  L.  Richards,  Vice-Chairman 

Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

P.  J.  Fox,  M.R.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Health  Area  Office,  West  Street,  Liskeard.  Telephone  Liskeard  3373. 
G.  Rogers,  M.R.S.H.,  F.A.P.H.I., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

G.  M.  Lawry,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.I.Hsg.,  Mun.B.L, 

Deputy  Public  Health  and  Building  Inspector. 

G.  O.  Cowling,  Assistant  Surveyor. 

Council  Offices,  Luxstowe  House,  Liskeard.  Telephone  Liskeard  2379. 


Area  of  Rural  District  104,803  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  13,430 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  5,391 

Rateable  Value  £250,913 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  £41 1-15-1  Id. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  1962 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births 

90 

97 

187 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7  England  &  Wales 

Live  birth  rate  per 

.1.000 

of  population 

15.7 

16.7  18.0 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Still  births 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

4 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7  England  &  Wales 

Still  birth  rate  per 
1,000  total  births 

20.9 

15.1  18.1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

•  •  • 

103 

83 

186 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7  England  &  Wales 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

of  population 

11.9 

12.4  11.9 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year  of  age 

3 

0 

3 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7  England  &  Wales 

Infant  mortality  rate  per 

18.1  20.7 

1,000  live  births 

16.0 
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Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  all  Ages 


Heart  Disease  73 

Cancer  (all  sites)  36 

Strokes  28 

Respiratory  disease  14 

Circulatory  disease  8 

Genito-urinary  disease  6 

Accidents  4 

Average  Age  at  Death 
Males  67  Females  72 


Of  the  defined  forms  of  cancer  those  affecting  the  stomach  and  the  breast 
were  most  prevalent  as  types  oF  cancer  having  a  fatal  outcome.  Cancer  of 
the  lung  caused  four  deaths,  which  is  double  the  mortality  of  the  previous 
year.  The  average  age  at  death  was  reasonably  close  to  the  expectation 
of  life  shown  in  the  most  recent  life  table.  Of  those  who  died  during 
1962  the  proportion  who  had  reached  or  exceeded  the  age  of  75  years  at 
the  time  of  death  was  44  per  cent. 

Infectious  Disease 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  disease  was  moderate,  a  total  of  107  cases 
being  notified.  The  bulk  of  this  total  was  due  to  measles  of  which  79 
cases  occurred.  Of  the  more  serious  varieties  of  infectious  disease  there 
were  two  cases  of  encephalitis,  one  of  which  followed  smallpox  vaccination 
in  a  44  year  old  female,  and  one  affected  a  12  year  old  boy  as  complication 
of  measles.  There  was  also  a  case  of  meningitis  in  a  6  year  old  girl 
caused  by  influenza.  All  three  patients  involved  in  these  more  serious 
diseases  recovered  from  their  attacks. 

The  following  are  details  of  actual  numbers  and  case  rates  of  infectious 
diseases  which  occurred  during  1962: — 


Disease 

Cases 

Rates  per  1000  of  population 

Liskeard  R.D. 

Health  Area  No.  7 

Measles 

79 

5.88 

7.27 

Whooping  Cough 

15 

1.12 

0.92 

Pneumonia 

5 

0.37 

0.54 

Encephalitis 

2 

0.15 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

0.15 

0.14 

Erysipelas 

1 

0.07 

0.14 

Meningitis 

1 

0.07 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

0.07 

0.04 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

0.07 

0.02 

Tuberculosis 

Newly  discovered  cases  of  tuberculosis 

totalled  5 

as  compared  with  a 

total  of  4  in  1961. 

All_  the  infections 

were  of 

the  respiratory  tract. 

There  were  no  deaths 

attributable  to 

tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

The  following  are  details  of  new 

cases 

and  case 

rates  during  1962: — 

Age  Group 

0—  4 
5—14 
15—24 
25—44 
45—64 
65  and  over 


New  Cases 

M  F 


1  1 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 


4 


1 
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Rates  per  1000  of  population 
Liskpard  R.D.  Health  Area  No.  3 
New  Cases  0.37  0.56 

All  known  Cases  4.77  5.97 

Deaths  —  0.02 

At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  56  known  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
and  8  known  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  residing  in  the  Rural 
District. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  called  for  during  1962. 
Water  Supply.  This  was  generally  satisfactory  during  the  year,  and  almost 
all  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  Rural  District  have  an  adequate  supply  of 
wholesome  water.  The  small  village  of  Golberdon  and  the  hamlet  of 
Doddycross  are  still  dependent  on  local  sources  of  indifferent  and  unreliable 
quality  but  until  additional  supplies,  and  larger  distribution  mains,  are 
available  in  these  localities  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  prospect  of 
providing  satisfactory  supplies. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  Work  progressed  on  schemes  in  hand,  and 
planning  for  further  schemes  went  ahead.  The  Council  is  to  be  congratu¬ 
lated  on  the  determined  way  in  which  it  is  acting  to  bring  proper  methods 
of  sewage  disposal  to  the  main  centres  of  population  in  the  Rural  District. 
Food.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  premises  where  food  is 
handled  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

One  case  only  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year.  This 
occurred  in  a  young  man  who  travels  about  a  good  deal  in  the  course  of 
his  work,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  he  picked  up  the  infection  from  a 
casual  meal  taken  away  from  home  and  outside  the  Rural  District. 
Factories  Act,  1961.  No  difficulties  in  the  administration  of  this  Act 
were  experienced  during  1962. 

Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

This  report  by  Mr.  G.  Rogers  follows.  I  should  like  to  express  to  Mr. 
Rogers,  his  deputy  Mr.  G.  M.  Lawry,  and  to  Mr.  G.  O.  Cowling,  my 
gratitude  for  their  help  and  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

(a)  Water  Supply.  The  District  Council,  no  longer  being  a  water  auth¬ 
ority,  ;s  not  concerned  with  the  mains  supply  throughout  the  District  but 
it  must  still  be  emphasised  that  the  villages  of  Golberdon  in  the  Parish  of 
South  Hill  and  Doddycross  in  the  Parish  of  Menheniot  are  without  a 
piped  supply,  and  have  to  rely  on  wells  which  are  usually  contaminated. 
Notices  are  displayed  advising  residents  to  boil  the  water  from  these 
sources  before  using  it  for  drinking  purposes. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  an  adequate  wholesome  mains  supply  will  be 
available  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Quality.  The  following  is  a  list  of  water  samples  taken  during  1962  : — 

1.  South  Hill  ...  Land  Spring.  Direct  from  Spring.  Marshgate, 

Callington.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Contam¬ 
inated.  19.3.62. 

2.  Liskeard  ...  Land  Spring.  Direct  from  Spring  Chamber. 

Tencreek,  Liskeard.  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Satisfactory.  31.3.62. 

3.  Menheniot.  ...  Land  Springs.  Direct  from  Spring  Chambers. 

Cutcare  Farm,  Merrymeet.  Bacteriological  Exam¬ 
ination.  Contaminated.  2.4.62. 
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4.  Dobwalls 

5.  St.  Neot 

6.  Warleggan 

7.  St.  Cleer 

8.  St.  Martin 

9.  Liskeard 

1 0.  Linkinhorne 

11.  Menheniot 

12.  Liskeard 

13.  Liskeard 

14.  Menheniot 

15.  Linkinhorne 

16.  Lansallos 

17.  St.  Pinnock 

18.  St.  Pinnock 

19.  St.  Pinnock 

20.  St.  Keyne 

21.  St.  Martin 

22.  St.  Cleer 

23.  St.  Winnow 


Bore.  Tap  over  kitchen  sink.  South  Bosent  Farm. 
Dobwalls.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Suspicious. 

16.4.62. 

Public  Supply.  Satisfactory.  21.4.62.  Bacterio¬ 

logical  Examination. 

Public  Supply.  Satisfactory.  21.4.62.  Bacterio¬ 

logical  Examination. 

Public  Supply,  Satisfactory.  21.4.62.  Bacterio¬ 

logical  Examination. 

Keveral  Woods,  Seaton.  Public  Supply.  Satis¬ 
factory.  21.4.62.  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Bore  Hole  from  Reservoir.  South  Bosent,  Liskeard 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Satisfactory.  3.5.62. 
Shallow  Spring.  Piped.  Bradley’s  Cottage, 

Minions.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Unsatis¬ 
factory.  22.5.62. 

Land  Springs.  Direct  from  Reservoir.  Merrymeet. 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Satisfactory.  7.6.62. 

River  at  Treburgie  Water  close  to  private  garage. 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Contaminated.  8.6.62 

River  at  Treburgie  _  Water  close  to  entrance  to 
Tamblyn’s  field.  Bacteriological  Examination. 

Contaminated.  8.6.62. 

Shallow  Well.  Tap  Homeleigh,  Trethawle,  Men¬ 
heniot.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Unsatisfact¬ 
ory.  8.6.62. 

Stream  at  Minions  near  “Tremist.”  Bacteriological 
Examination.  Contaminated.  11.7.62. 

Underground  Storage  Tank  to  Spring.  Killigarth 
Manor,  Polperro.  Bacterioloigcal  Examination 
Unsatisfactory.  12.7.62. 

Bore.  Penhole  Farm,  St.  Pinnock.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  Examination.  Unsatisfactory.  30.7.62. 

Bore  Hole.  Inlet  to  Reservoir.  Penhole  Farm, 
St.  Pinnock.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Un¬ 
satisfactory.  31.8.62. 

.  Bore.  From  delivery  pipe  at  top  of  Bore.  Penhole 
Farm,  St.  Pinnock.  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Satisfactory.  13.9.62. 

Shallow  Well.  Pump  Trussell  Farm,  St.  Keyne. 
Bacteriological  Examination.  Unsatisfactory. 

14.9.62. 

Land  Spring.  Direct  from  Spring.  Penhale, 
Seaton.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Unsatis¬ 
factory.  24.9.62. 

Water  from  a  Well  fed  by  a  Spring.  Lamel  Gate, 
Common  Moor.  Bacteriological  Examination. 
Satisfactory  10.10.62. 

Deep  Well.  Direct  from  Well,  The  Rectory, 
St.  Winnow.  Bacteriological  Examination.  Satis¬ 
factory.  6.12.62. 
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Quantity.  Prior  to  the  formation  of  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  the  Lis- 
keard  Rural  District  was  fortunate  in  that  the  Council  had  had  the  foresight 
to  provide  a  comprehensive  water  scheme  to  serve  the  major  part  of  the  area 
from  treatment  works  at  St.  Cleer.  The  works  are  of  modern  construction, 
the  pipelines  new  and  enable  a  supply  of  water  adequate  in  quality  and 
quantity  to  be  supplied  to  nearly  all  this  Rural  District.  Apart  from  the 
Villages  of  Doddycross  and  Golberdon,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in 
this  report,  the  one  black  spot  is  in  the  high  level  area  above  the  Village 
of  Polperro  where  there  is  a  large  seasonal  population  from  the  three  large 
camping  sites  nearby. 

During  peak  “draw  off”  there  is  a  considerable  drop  in  pressure  and 
quantity  and  consumers  suffer  a  shortage.  It  is  believed  that  a  booster 
would  overcome  this  shortage. 

From  a  Public  Health  aspect  it  is  important  and  should  receive  the  early 
attention  of  the  Water  Board  if  the  camps  are  to  be  maintained  in  a 
hygienic  condition.  This  inadequate  supply  in  that  particular  area  is  also 
hampering  development,  where  some  57  acres  of  land  have  been  scheduled 
for  building  purposes  by  a  Private  Development  Company. 

(b)  The  East  Cornwall  Water  Board,  the  body  responsible  for  mains 
water  in  this  District,  take  regular  samples  of  the  raw  water  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  of  the  water  going  into  the  supply.  These  are 
taken  at  monthly  periods.  In  all  cases  the  results  of  the  examinations 
indicate  the  treated  water  to  be  satisfactory.  Chemical  analyses  of  the  main 
supplies  are  made  annually. 

In  the  case  of  the  sources  at  St.  Neot  and  Warleggan  the  pH  value 
was  low. 

(c)  In  this  District,  water  is  usually  plumbo-solvent  but  at  the  treatment 
works  it  is  softened,  so  that  its  action  on  any  metal  piping  is  very  small. 
Very  little  lead  is  now  used  in  this  area  for  water  pipes  or  cisterns  so  that 
the  danger  of  lead  poisoning  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist. 

(d)  Normal  coagulation,  filtration  and  chlorination  is  carried  out  at  the 
works. 

(e)  Number  of  dwellings  and  population  supplied  from  public  mains  : — 
Parishes  with  one  or  more  villages  having  a  piped  water  supply. 


Parish 

Population 
of  Parish 

Population 
supplied  to 
hses. 

No. 

of 

houses 

Population 
suplied  by 
standpipes 

No. 

of 

hses. 

Boconnoc 

179 

90 

30 

Nil 

— 

Broadoak 

218 

100 

33 

Nil 

— 

Duloe 

552 

400 

133 

Nil 

* — 

Lanreath 

365 

230 

73 

Nil 

• — 

Lansallos 

1449 

1350 

450 

Nil 

* — 

Lanteglos 

1164 

1200 

400 

Nil 

— 

Linkinhorne 

1183 

680 

227 

Nil 

— 

Liskeard 

938 

580 

193 

Nil 

• — 

Menheniot 

1038 

350 

116 

Nil 

— 

Morval 

509 

80 

27 

Nil 

— 

Pelynt 

442 

260 

87 

Nil 

• — 

South  Hill 

384 

40 

13 

Nil 

— 

St.  Cleer 

1551 

1100 

370 

Nil 

- — 

St.  Ive 

1113 

800 

270 

Nil 

• — 

St.  Keyne 

122 

80 

27 

Nil 

— 

St.  Martin 

407 

230 

73 

Nil 

— 

St.  Neot 

882 

300 

100 

20 

7 

St.  Pinnock 

314 

1Q0 

33 

Nil 

— 

St.  Veep 

314 

220 

73 

Nil 

— 

St.  Winnow 

335 

80 

27 

Nil 

— 

Warleggan 

177 

100 

33 

Nil 

— 
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Sewerage.  The  Council  is  very  alive  to  its  responsibilities  as  Public  Health 
Authority  in  the  provision  of  sewerage  schemes  for  the  many  villages  and 
hamlets  in  the  District.  Many  of  these  already  possess  some  limited  form 
of  sewerage  to  unsatisfactory  disposal  points  and  the  requirements  of  the 
River  Board  necessitate  urgent  attention.  During  the  year  under  review 
schemes  were  in  progress  at  Pensilva,  Common  Moor,  Crows  Nest  and 
Minions,  and  were  all  examined  by  the  end  of  December.  I  am  particu¬ 
larly  gratified  to  know  that  within  a  year  Pensilva,  which  is  the  largest 
village  in  the  District  without  sewerage,  will  be  provided  with  a  modern 
and  comprehensive  system. 

Engineers  have  in  preparation  schemes  for  Upton  Cross,  Rilla  Mill, 
Widegates,  Trewidland,  St.  Keyne  and  Lerryn,  and  it  is  expected  that  they 
will  be  for  consideration  by  the  Council  in  1963. 

My  staff  has  prepared  a  sewerage  system  for  the  village  of  East  Tap- 
house  and  it  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  for  consideration.  This 
village  has  had,  for  many  years,  a  sewer  serving  some  of  the  properties  but 
it  also  received  a  considerable  volume  of  surface  water..  The  whole  of  the 
discharge  was  into  large  cesspits  which  in  times  of  heavy  rain  were  quite 
incapable  of  dealing  with  it.  In  the  scheme  proposed  new  sewers  are  to  be 
laid  and  the  existing  pipes  will  carry  surface  water  only. 

i  '  -  - 

The  village  of  Pelynt  was  provided  with  a  sewerage  system  and  treatment 
works  in  1913,  but  since  mains  water  has  been  laid  on,  the  volume  of  sewage 
has  increased  considerably.  The  effluent  became  most  unsatisfactory  and 
in  spite  of  a  new  sludge  drying  bed  and  humus  chamber,  it  was  still  below 
that  required  by  the  Royal  Commission  Standard  on  Sewerage  Purification. 
The  Council  then  decided  to  modernise  the  works  and  to  dispense  with 
the  horizontal  flow  settling  tanks.  This  work  will  be  put  in  hand  shortly. 

All  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  regularly  maintained  throughout 
the  year  and  no  problems  have  arisen.  Sludge  has  been  settled  and  dried 
quite  rapidly,  due  largely  to  the  covered  drying  beds  provided.  Dried 
sludge  has  been  disposed  of  to  neighbouring  farmers  and  there  seems  to  be 
a  ‘change  of  heart’  in  the  farming  world  regarding  its  use  on  land.  In 
previous  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  persuade  farmers  to  accept  it,  but 
now,  enquiries  have  been  received  as  to  whether  it  is  readily  available. 

The  following  is  a  report  on  the  various  systems  : — 

Menheniot.  The  replacement  of  stone  culverts  which  served  a  section  of 
the  village  and  to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  1960  report,  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year  and  as  far  as  is  known,  the  sewers  are  of  stoneware 
or  pitch  fibre  throughout  the  whole  of  the  built-up  area.  The  treatment 
works  have  been  attended  to  twice  weekly  and  have  presented  no  problems. 
Regular  attention  has  had  to  be  given  to  a  storm  water  overflow  chamber 
near  the  Village  School  to  prevent  any  obstruction  causing  sewage  to  flow 
into  the  storm  water  pipes. 

Lanreath,  Deice,  Trsdinnick.  These  works  continue  to  receive  twice 
weekly  attention  and  the  provision  of  stationary  sludge  pumps  at  the  two 
former  ones  has  proved  to  be  a  great  advantage.  Dried  sludge  is  taken  by 
local  farmers. 

Seaton  Sea  Outfall.  This  system  was  entirely  satisfactory  during  the  whole 
of  1962. 

Polperro  Sea  Outfall.  In  the  main,  the  system  was  satisfactory  during  the 
year  although  some  obstructions  in  various  branches  had  to  be  dealt  with  from 
time  to  time.  Cleansing  the  .tunnel  near  the  outfall  was  carried  out  in 
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March  and  a  considerable  amount  of  sludge,  silt  and  small  stones  were 
removed.  On  the  second  occasion,  in  the  Autumn,  it  was  found  that  the 
tide  flap  at  the  outfall  was  failing  to  close  properly  due  to  a  fracture  in  a 
steel  pin  and  whilst  the  tunnel  was  being  cleansed,  arrangements  were  made 
to  carry  out  a  repair.  At  this  stage  there  was  a  near  tragedy,  for  One  of 
the  two  men  dealing  with  the  tide  flap  became  overcome  by  gas  and  was 
only  rescued  in  time  and  even  then  both  he  and  his  rescuers  were  waist- 
deep  in  sewage  and  sea  water.  Fortunately  they  were  hauled  out  of  the 
manhole  and  recovered.  This  tunnel  has  been  cleansed  twice  a  year  for 
over  30  years  and  gas  has  never  been  experienced  before.  It  is  thought 
that  the  conditions  created  by  the  tide  flap  not  opening  and  closing  properly 
allowing  sewage  to  be  retained  in  the  tunnel  and  manhole  for  longer  periods 
than  normal,  were  the  prime  cause. 

Only  at  very  low  spring  tides  can  the  tide  flap,  tunnel  and  outfall  pipes 
be  serviced  and  the  next  suitable  occasion  will  be  in  March,  1963.  The 
Council  has  decided  to  purchase  a  Ringrose  Sewer  Lamp  which  tests 
automatically  for  combustible,  explosive  and  asphyxiating  gasses.  It  will 
be  used  before  men  enter  the  tunnel  and  manholes. 

Polruan.  Sea  Outfall.  Except  for  minor  repairs,  this  system  has  satis¬ 
factorily  served  the  township.  The  12-inch  cast  iron  sewer  on  the  beach  is 
wearing  thin  in  places  and  it  must  be  accepted  that  repairs  will  be  required 
every  year  and  in  due  course  entire  replacement  will  be  necessary. 

St.  Cleer.  The  works  below  Tremar  Coombe  which  treat  sewage  from 
St.  Cleer  Village,  Higher  Tremar,  Tremar  Coombe  and  Darite  gave  no 
trouble  at  all  during  the  year.  It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  fine  ash  to 
cover  the  sludge  drying  bed  floors  and  I  am  now  using  sea  sand  for  that 
purpose.  This  of  course  makes  the  dried  sludge  even  more  valuable  to  the 
farmer,  which  is  a  good  thing. 

Bobwalls.  Given  attention  twice  weekly.  Maintained  in  good  order.  On 
one  occasion  flood  water  overwhelmed  the  works  and  considerable  cleansing 
work  was  necessary  before  they  could  be  restored  to  normal  conditions. 
Some  modifications  were  then  made  in  the  storm  water  overflow  chamber 
and  this  has  since  prevented  further  trouble  of  this  kind.  A  permanently 
fixed  sludge  pump  was  installed  at  these  works  and  has  been  of  great  value. 
The  two  ejector  stations  have  been  regularly  visited  and  on  one  occasion 
aTaulty  motor  had  to  be  replaced.  This  was  accomplished  with  no  delay. 

Public  Conveniences.  All  Public  Conveniences  have  received  the  necessary 
attention  throughout  the  year,  although  the  work  is  extremely  difficult 
at  Polperro  during  the  height  of  the  season.  The  new  toilets  at  Crumple- 
hom  were  used  almost  up  to  capacity  for  long  periods  during  the  summer 
and  the  turnstile  controlling  the  ladies’  section  caused  not  the  slightest 
concern.  This  also  applied  to  the  block  at  St.  Saviour’s  Hill,  Polruan, 
although,  of  course,  the  use  to  which  it  was  put  was  quite  small  compared 
to  that  at  Polperro. 

The  Council  decided  to  rebuild  the,  toilet  block  at  the  Warren  Polperro, 
which  for  many  years  had  been  getting  more  and  more  dilapidated  and 
unable  to  cope  with  demands.  The  accommodation  for  females  is  to  be  in¬ 
creased  and  the  front  elevation  has  been  designed  to  harmonise  with  the 
other  buildings  in  the  harbour  area. 

The  Council’s  general  policy  is  to  provide  public  toilets  in  all  the 
larger  villages  and  in  an  area  which  accommodates  a  large  number  of 
summer  tourists,  the  facility  will  be  appreciated.  During  the  year  a  decision 
was  reached  to  provide  a  small  public  convenience  in  the  village  of  St. 
Cleer.  Work  proceeded  slowly  but  it  is  expected  to  be  completed  early  in 
1963. 


11 


Consideration  was  also  given  to  the  provision  of  such  accommodation  at 
Pensilva  and  Menheniot.  After  some  abortive  investigations  suitable  sites 
were  selected.  That  at  Pensilva  was  ideally  situated  at  the  village  centre 
and  at  Menheniot,  although  not  quite  central,  was  near  a  school.  Church 
and  playing  fields.  Plans  are  now  in  preparation.  The  provision  of  such 
toilets  has  now  been  made  possible  because  mains  water  is  available  in 
practically  all  villages  and  sewerage  systems  have  been,  are  being  or  will 
also  be  provided. 

Refuse  Collection.  The  refuse  collection  service  has  continued  normally 
throughout  the  year  ;  Polruan  and  Polperro  receive  two  collections  weekly 
and  most  other  villages  weekly. 

The  increasing  use  of  caravan  sites  in  the  Coastal  area  has  placed  an 
added  strain  on  the  service.  The  vehicle  used  at  Polperro  has  to  be  a 
small  one  because  the  streets  are  so  narrow,  but  when  used  to  collect  camp 
refuse,  it  has  to  make  far  too  many  journeys  to  the  nearest  tip.  For  this 
reason,  one  of  the  larger  vehicles  has  to  be  used  and  this  involves  consider¬ 
able  overtime.  The  camps  are  in  operation  for  the  summer  season  only 
and  for  that  reason  they  create  a  problem  which  cannot  be  cured  by 
additional  staff  and  vehicles,  for  neither  would  be  required  for  the  remainder 
ot  the  year.  However,  the  service  is  well  carried  out  and  few  complaints 
concerning  it  are  received.  ..  mi:'; 

One  of  the  greatest  administration  ^problems  is  caused  by  the  increasing 
demand  for  isolated  premises  to  receive  a  collection.  Economically,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  make  a  regular  weekly  or  even  fortnightly  collection  to 
many  of  these  places,  so  some  are  dealt  with  on  a  morthly  basis  and  others 
store  their  refuse  for  longer  periods  and  contact  the  refuse  department 
l1.  1S  iudged  that  a  reasonable  load  has  accumulated.  Although  the 
dimculties  are  many,  it  is  appreciated  that  non  collection  from  such  premises 
frequently  results  in  unauthorised  dumps  appearing  over  the  countryside, 

an^  -iVe  therefore  adopts  the  policy  of  collecting  from  wherever 

possible. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  three  dumps,  in  strategic  positions. 
They  are  covered  with  soil  by  the  hired  use  of  bulldozers  and  are  kept  in 
a  reasonably  trouble-free  condition.  As  in  past  years,  the  dumps  are 
regularly  treated  to  keep  the  fly_and  rodent  infestations  to  the  very  minimum. 
No  complaints  have  been  received  from  adjoining  land  owners  in  connection 
with  these  pests  for  a  very  long  time. 

Litter.  The  demand  for  litter  receptacles  adiacent  to  the  highway  in¬ 
creases  every  year  and  more  were  provided  during  1962.  All  lay-bys  and 
odd  places  where  cars  can  pull  in  are  possible  trouble  spots  and  bins  of 
some  type  are  placed  wherever  possible.  The  Council  and  the  Highway 
Authority  are  sharing  the  responsibility-  both  in  providing  receptacles  and 
in  emptying  them,  and  although  it  cannot  be  claimed  that,  as  a  result,  no 
unsightly  litter  can^be  seen,  it  can  be  safely  said  that  the  such  objection¬ 
able  spots  are  very  greatly  reduced  in  number  and  in  extent. 

Camping  and  Moveable  Dwellings.  During  the  year  work  continued  to  be 
carried  out  to  the  licensed  caravan  sites.  New  toilet  blocks  were  provided 
on  eight  sites  and  in  seven  cases  laundry  rooms  were  included.  In  addition 
roads  were  provided  on  four  sites. 

The  steady  progress  of  improvement  in  the  larger  sites  in  the  district 
is  encouraging  and  in  all  cases  I  l\ave  had  the  co-operation  of  the  site 
proprietors. 

During  the  year,  seventeen  site  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council. 
In  four  cases  which  involved  large  existing  sites,  layout  plans  were  agreed 
with  the  local  Planning  Authority  and  compliance  with  these  were  made 
conditions  of  the  site  licences. 
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The  administration  of  the  Caravan  Act  has,  without  doubt,  added  consid¬ 
erably  to  the  work  of  the  department.  Unfortunately  there  are  loopholes 
which  create  considerable  difficulties  in  attaining  an  effective  control. 
The  position  with  tented  sites  is  even  more  difficult  with  the  42  day  rule. 
Members  of  the  general  public  expect  local  authorities  to  be  able  to  secure 
the  provision  of  proper  amenities  on  all  sites  and  it  is  difficult  to  convince 
them  that  we  are  so  often  hampered  by  ineffective  legislation. 

Rodent  Control.  The  routine  work  of  the  destruction  of  the  rat  population 
was  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  It  was  very  ably  done  by  an  operator 
who  is  employed  four-fifths  of  his  time  on  this  work. 

No  “reservoir”  inspections  were  encountered  during  the  year,  but  some 
fairly  heavy  kills  were  made  at  farm  premises. 

The  practice  of  using  ‘Warfarin’  has  been  very  successfully  continued 
and  only  on  very  rare  occasions  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  resort  to 
other  poisons.  The  treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewers,  sewerage  works  and 
refuse  dumps  have  been  frequently  carried  out  and  inspections  have  been 
kept  strictly  under  control.  In  particular,  very  little  trouble  indeed  was 

experienced  at  the  sewerage  works  where  infestations  would  have  been 
expected. 


FOOD 

(1)  Meat  Inspection.  Slaughterhouses.  There  are  no  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  within  the  Liskeard  Rural  District,  The  bulk  of  the  meat  consumed 
being  supplied  through  the  abattoirs  situated  within  the  Liskeard  Borough. 
Routine  inspections  have  been  made  of  meat  exposed  for  sale  at  the  Butchers’ 
shops  but  in  no  case  was  any  unsound  meat  discovered. 

During  the  year  only  one  licence  was  issued  to  a  slaughterman  to 
slaughter  or  stun  animals  in  slaughterhouses. 

(2)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1960.  I  think  that  it  can  now  safely  be 
said  that  the  routine  work  of  inspection  of  food  premises  is  having  some 
effect.  Occupiers  of  such  premises  are  definitely  more  hygienically  minded 
and  they  themselves  expect  to  maintain  their  premises  at  a  very  satisfactory 
standard.  I  find  that  where  suggestions  regarding  improvements  are  made 
by  my  staff,  very  few  objections  are  now  raised.  It  may  well  be  that  the 
public  expects  improvements  in  this  direction  and  complaints  made  direct 
to  staffs  during  the  past  year  or  two  are  having  their  effect. 

In  connection  with  this  work,  improvements  were  made  at  two  bakeries 
and  retail  shops.  They  were  : — 

Bakery  1.  New  floor,  new  sink  with  hot  and  cold  water,  splashbacks 
at  rear  of  all  working  surfaces.  Formica  top  to  work  tench.  Re¬ 
decoration. 

2.  New  concrete  floor. 

Retail  Food  Shops.  1.  Lining  walls  and  re-decoration. 

2.  Improvements  to  food  store  and  additions. 

3.  Hot  water  to  sink. 

4.  New  sink  with  hot  and  cold  water. 

(3)  Examination  of  Food.  The  normal  routine  procedure  is  followed  of 
visiting  retail  shops  from  time  to  time  and  inspecting  food  exposed  for 
sale.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  there  is  general  co-operation  from  food 
retailers  and  practically  all  of  them  contact  my  office  if  they  have  the 
slightest  suspicions  regarding  the  condition  of  any  food  article.  All  unsound 
food  has  been  voluntarily  surrendered  and  has  been  disposed  of  under  my 
direction. 
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(4)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulation.  1947/52. 

Five  new  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  during  the 
year,  making  the  total  in  the  district  104.  By  far  the  majority  of  these  sell 
wrapped  Ice  Cream  only,  and  experience  has  shown  that  such  samples 
normally  come  within  grades  1  and  2  when  subjected  to  the  methylene  blue 
test.  Twenty-five  samples  were  taken  during  the  summer  months  and  the 
results  were  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1  —  19  ;  Grade  2  —  5  ;  Grade  3  ■ —  1. 

This  was  a  very  satisfactory  result  indeed  for,  in  fact,  only  one  sample 
can  be  said  to  be  not  quite  up  to  standard.  Following  normal  practice 
the  retailer  was  visited  and  consideration  given  to  the  possible  reason  for  the 
low  standard  sample.  A  second  sample  was  taken  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

(5)  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Orders  1937. 

No  new  licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  premises,  operating  plant  and 
equipment  for  boiling  waste  foods.  Inspections  were  made  of  the  eight 
previously  licensed,  in  order  to  be  satisfied  that  they  were  being  maintained 
and  operated  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

School  Sanitation. 

Following  routine  inspection  of  the  sanitary  systems  of  the  schools  in 
the  district  and  liaison  with  the  Education  Department  of  the  Cornwall 
County  Council,  the  unsatisfactory  trough  closets  at  two  schools  were 
replaced  by  water  closets.  Only  one  school  has  unsatisfactory  closets 
accommodation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  remedied  when  sewers  are 
provided  for  the  small  hamlet  in  which  it  is  situated.  It  is  pleasing  to 
think  that  in  a  scattered  rural  area  which  presents  many  problems,  all 
except  one  school  is  equipped  with  modem  sanitary  systems. 

Licensed  Premises. 

Most  of  the  licensed  premises  are  now  provided  with  facilities  which 
satisfy  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  results  of  routine  inspections 
have  shown  that  the  premises  are  kept  in  a  very  acceptable  manner. 


HOUSING 

(1)  Council  Housing.  No  new  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during 
the  year  under  review,  but  Bungalows  were  under  construction  at  Upton 
Cross  (4),  Dobwalls  (7),  Polruan  (8),  Mount  (4),  Pelynt  (4),  St.  Keyne 

(2) ,  and  Duloe  (2),  “Old  Peoples’”  dwellings,  being  both  one  and  two 
bedroom  types.  Without  doubt  this  type  of  building  provides  a  need  in  the 
Rural  District  and  enables  old  people  to  live  in  modern  dwellings  of  a 
size  that  they  can  manage  with  limited  help.  In  this  connection  the 
Council  is  providing  a  social  service  for  the  older  population.  In  addition 
two  blocks  of  4  flats  were  commenced  at  Polperro. 


(2)  Private  Housing. 

the  year  as  follows  : — 

Lanreath 

Lansallos 

Lanteglos 

Liskeard 

Menheniot 

Morval 


Nineteen  new  dwellings 

1  Pelynt 

3  St.  Cleer 

1  St.  Ive 

1  St.  Veep 

4  St.  Pinnock 

1 


were  completed  during 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 


A  further  9  housing  units  were  provided  by  conversi°ns  : — 
Lansallos  4  Menheniot  2 

Linkinhorne  2  St.  Neot  1 
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(3)  Reconditioning  ind  Modernisation  of  Existing  Houses. 

During  the  year  the  Council  was  still  active  in  this  sphere  of  housing 
and  has  done  its  utmost  to  encourage  owners  of  private  property  to  take 
advantage  of  both  Standard  and  Discretionary  Imorovement  Grants. 

The  following  are  the  details  of  schemes  dealt  with  during  the  year  : — 


Discretionary  Grants. 

No.  of  applications  received  (dwellings) 
No.  of  applications  approved  (dwellings) 
Total  approved  Expenditure 
Total  amount  of  Grants  paid 
Total  number  of  Grants  completed 

Standard  Grants. 

No.  of  applications  received  (dwellings) 
No.  of  applications  approved  (dwellings) 
Total  approved  maximum  Expenditure 
Total  amount  of  Grants  paid 
Total  number  of  Grants  completed 


24 

24 

£18,137/11/4 
£  9,022/  0/0 
29 


42 

42 

£  9,506/  8/4 
£  4,584/  0/0 
35 


The  number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  decreased  con¬ 
siderably  from  the  previous  year  but  there  was  a  slight  increase  on  the 
number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants.  Without  doubt  the  rising 
cost  of  building  work  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  the  reluctancy  of 
owners  to  carry  out  major  schemes  of  reconditioning  as  required  for  Discre¬ 
tionary  Grants.  The  administrative  procedure  for  Standard  Grant  schemes 
is  much  simpler  and  is  more  attractive  to  most  applicants.  Furthermore  the 
maximum  grant  of  £400  for  discretionary  schemes  was  fixed  in  1954  and  is 
now  of  much  less  financial  value  than  it  was  at  that  time.  The  Council’s 
policy  of  providing  sewerage  schemes  to  the  various  villages  will  give 
considerable  incentive  to  owners  to  provide  their  own  dwellings  with 
modern  amenities. 


During  the  year,  major  repairs  and  reconditioning  was  carried  out  to  10 
dwellings,  removing  them  from  the  slum  clearance  category.  In  addition 
undertakings  were  withdrawn  in  respect  of  twelve  dwellings  which  were 
subject  to  closure  following  the  carrying  out  of  necessary  works. 

Informal  action  during  the  year  resulted  in  defects  being  remedied  in 
88  dwellings. 


Slum  Clearance. 

During  the  year  6  houses  were  closed  by  the  Council  ;  undertakings 
being  accepted  from  the  owners  not  to  use  the  dwellings  for  occupation  until 
made  fit  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council.  Two  dwellings  were  demolished. 
Drainage  of  Private  Premises. 

During  the  year  62  existing  private  houses  were  provided  with  drainage 
and  water  closets.  The  continued  progress  in  the  provision  of  drainage 
in  the  district  is  most  satisfying. 

Petroleum  Regulations. 

The  total  number  of  licences  issued  during  1962  to  store  petroleum 
spirit  was  48.  These  included  two  new  stations  one  between  Pelynt  and 
Polperro  and  the  other  on  the  premises  of  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board 
on  St.  CTer  Downs.  Tests  were  made  of  the  storage  tanks  and  pipelines 
at  both  sites  and  the  required  pressure  of  101b.  per  sq.  inch  was  sustained 
for  24  hours. 

All  existing  sites  have  been  inspected  and  were  seen  to  be  complying 
with  the  accepted  Home  Office  Code.  This  includes  the  provision  of  fire¬ 
fighting  equipment,  notices  indicating  the  main  switches  of  the  electric 
pumps,  vent  pipes,  numbering  of  tanks  and  notices  to  motorists  not  to  smoke 
and  to  switch  off  the  engine  when  filling  car  tanks  with  petrol. 
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APPENDIX  1. 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH— ALL  AGES— 1962 

St.  Health 

Germans  Liskeard  Saltash  Torpoint  Liskeard  Looe  Area 
R.D.  R.D.  M.B.  U  D.  M.B.  U.D.  No.  7 


Heart  disease 

71 

73 

34 

17 

50 

22 

267 

Cancer  (all  sites) 
Vascular  lesions  of 

36 

36 

19 

12 

18 

13 

134 

nervous  system 
( stroke ) 

29 

28 

11 

11 

14 

8 

101 

Respiratory  disease 

19 

14 

5 

3 

5 

4 

50 

Circulatory  disease 

12 

8 

7 

2 

5 

4 

38 

Genito-Urinary  disease 

7 

6 

5 

2 

2 

3 

25 

Accidents 

3 

4 

2 

3 

3 

- 

*15 

Digestive  disease 

1 

3 

O 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

7 

*Motor  vehicle  accident 

:s— 6. 

Other  accidents- 

—9. 

APPENDIX  2. 

TYPES  OF  HEART  DISEASE  AND  CANCER  CAUSING  DEATH 

1962. 


St. 

Germans  Liskeard  Saltash  Torpoint 
R.D.  R.D.  M.B.  U.D. 

Liskeard 

M.B. 

Looe 

U.D. 

Health 
Area 
No.  7 

Coronary  disease, 
angina 

33 

28 

16 

8 

15 

10 

110 

Hypertension  with 
heart  disease 

7 

5 

3 

2 

1 

_ 

18 

Other  heart  disease 

31 

40 

15 

7 

34 

12 

139 

Cancer  of  stomach 

5 

5 

1 

2 

4 

2 

19 

Cancer  of  breast 

4 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

18 

Cancer  of  lung  and 
bronchus 

6 

4 

4 

2 

2 

18 

Cancer  of  uterus 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Other  cancers 

19 

16 

12 

4 

9 

7 

67 

APPENDIX  3. 

DEATH  BY  AGE  GROUPS— 1962 


District 

0-5 

years 

5-15 

years 

15-45 

years 

45-65 

years 

65-75 

years 

75  years 
&  over 

All 

Ages 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

4 

1 

8 

43 

60 

91 

207 

Liskeard  R.D. 

3 

— 

8 

40 

53 

82 

186 

Saltash  M.B. 

2 

— 

— 

10 

30 

53 

95 

Torpoint  U.D. 

1 

1 

5 

15 

15 

23 

60 

Liskeard  M.B. 

1 

— 

1 

16 

21 

65 

104 

Looe  U.D. 

2 

• — 

_ 

11 

14 

31 

58 

Health  Area  No.  7 

13 

2 

22 

135 

193 

345 

710 

49  per  cent 
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APPENDIX  4. 

AVERAGE  AGE  AT  DEATH  —  1962. 


District 

Males 

Females 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

71 

69 

Liskeard  R.D. 

67 

72 

Saltash  M.B. 

72 

76 

Torpoint  U.D. 

65 

68 

Liskeard  M.B. 

71 

80 

Looe  U.D. 

69 

74 

Health  Area  No.  7 

69 

73 

APPENDIX  5. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS  IN  HEALTH 

AREA  No.  7  — 

1962 

Age  Group 

New 

M. 

Cases 

F. 

Deaths 

M. 

F. 

0 —  4  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — -14  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

15— 24  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

25 — 44  years 

4 

3 

— 

— 

45 — 64  years 

9 

2 

- - 

- - 

'65  years  and 

over  4 

2 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

19 

9 

1 

— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

New  case  rates  per 
Mortality  rate  per 

1000  of  population 

1000  of  population 

0.38 

0.02 

0.18 

0.56 

0.02 

CASE  RATES  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  PER  1000  OF  POPULA¬ 
TION  IN  THE  SIX  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  HEALTH  AREA  No.  7 


1962 


District 

New  cases 

All  known  cases 
at  31/12/62 

Deaths 

St.  Germans  R.D. 

0.41 

5.51 

- - 

Liskeard  R.D. 

0.37 

4.77 

— 

Saltash  M.B. 

0.40 

6.04 

— 

Torpoint  U.D. 

0.34 

7.28 

— 

Liskeard  M.B. 

1.54 

8.11 

0.22 

Looe  U.D. 

1.34 

7.26 

— 

Health  Area  No.  7 

0.56 

5.97 

0.02 

Cornwall  County 

0.38 

6.27 

0.06 
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APPENDIX  6. 


CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS 
DEATHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS  AND  SEXES  —  1962 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

15 — 24  years 

— 

— 

25 — 44  years 

• — 

— 

45 — 64  years 

11 

2 

65 — 74  years 

2 

— 

75  years  and  over 

2 

1 

All  ages 

15 

3 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

AND  BRONCHUS 

DEATH  RATE  PER  1000  OF 

POPULATION  —  1962 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

Health  Area  No.  7  0.301  0.060  0.361 

Cornwall  County  0.313  0.056  0.369 

England  and  Wales  0.433  0.075  0.508 
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APPENDIX  7. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

This  table  is  enclosed  by  a  request  of  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  indicate 
to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  the  prescribed  particulars  which  are  required 
by  Sectionl53(l)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961,  to  be  furnished  in  their 
Annual  Reports  with  respect  to  matters  under  Parts  I  and  VIII  of  that  Act 
which  are  administered  by  the  District  Council.  This  table,  which  is  not 
intended  to  supersede  the  fuller  statement  which  is  desirable  in  the  text  of 
the  Report,  should  be  attached  as  an  annexe  to  the  Report. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  1962  for  the  Rural  District  of  Liskeard 

in  the  County  of  Cornwall 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1— INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
...inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(D 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  23  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Lo¬ 
cal  Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’  premises) 

Total 


Number  of 

Number  - - 

on  Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
Register  notices  prosecuted 


(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

32 

37 

Nil 

Nil 

66 

41 

Nil 

Nil 

56 

90 

Nil 

Nil 

154 

168 

Nil 

Nil 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Number  of 

defects  were  found  cases 

Referred  in  which 

- prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(1)  (2) (3) (4)  (5)  (6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  2  2  —  —  — 

(S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ■ —  —  —  —  — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  —  - —  • —  —  — 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4)  —  —  —  —  — 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  ■—  —  —  —  — 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7)  ■ 

(a)  Insufficient  6  6  - —  —  — 

(b) Unsuitable  or 

defective  2  2  • —  —  — 

(c) .  Not  separate 

for  sexes  —  —  • —  —  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating 

to  Outwork)  • —  . —  —  —  — 


Total  10  10 


t  To  prevent  any  differences  between  the  lists  kept  respectively  by  the  Local 
Authorities  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  of  the  numbers  of  factories 
in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961  are  enforecd 
by  Local  Authorities,  it  is  requested  that  Local  Authorities  should  compare 
their  lists  of  factories  with  the  lists  kept  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 

ft  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  123(1)),  Institutions  (Section  124), 
sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction 
(Section  127),  Slaughterhouses  (Section  175(1 )  (d)  and(e) )  and 
Railway  Running  Sheds  (Section  175(2)  and(10)). 


PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 

No  outwork  under  these  Sections  is  carried  out  in  the  Liskeard  Rural  District 


. 


* 


' 


Printed  by  Snell  &  Cowling  Ltd.,  Well  Lane,  Liskeard.  Telephone  2282 


